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Professor Lee D. Parker 
SCHOOL OF COMMERCE 
FLINDERS UNIVERSITY 
IMPRESSIONS OF A SCHOLARLY 
GENTLEMAN: PROFESSOR LOUIS 
GOLDBERG 
Abstract: This study presents a personal portrait of Emeritus Profes-
sor Louis Goldberg, a prominent founder of accounting education 
and research in the Australian academic community. It offers a dis-
tinctive view of Professor Goldberg through its employment of oral 
history research method. The data and findings presented herein are 
based on interviews with Professor Goldberg and both past and 
present academic colleagues. The paper reviews his formative years 
and his role as a professor and administrator, as well as teacher and 
researcher. Also documented are his perspectives on the education 
process and some of his own personal characteristics that have played 
a part in his academic career. 
"He is one of my ideas of a real true gentleman." 
J. McMahon 12 Dec. 1988 
This paper presents an oral history study of Professor Louis 
Goldberg, a founder of Austral ian account ing academia . 
Goldberg stands as one of the earliest full-time accounting 
teachers in the Australian university system and one of the most 
prominent early Australian accounting researchers. The study 
focuses upon his personal career, characteristics, and environ-
mental influences, particularly in order to lay a foundation for 
The willing cooperation of all interviewees for this study is gratefully ac-
knowledged. In particular, the interest shown and significant time made avail-
able by Professor Goldberg has proved to be invaluable. Thanks are also due to 
Professor Patti Mills (Indiana State University), Professor Garry Carnegie 
(Deakin University), Professor Bob (R.H.) Parker (Exeter University), Professor 
Gary Previts (Case Western Reserve University), Professor Stewart Leech (Uni-
versity of Tasmania) and Dr. John Courtis (City Polytechnic of Hong Kong) for 
their helpful comments on drafts of this paper. Professor Barbara Merino, as 
editor of AHJ, provided invaluable suggestions at the final revision stage of this 
paper. Of course the usual caveat applies, in that the author remains responsible 
for the historical analysis and interpretations presented in this paper. 
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future re-evaluations of his writings. After reviewing his educa-
tion and early professional career, the study outlines his early 
academic career and examines his style of administrative leader-
ship, his approach to teaching and his commitment to research. 
In addition attention is paid to Goldberg's personal characteris-
tics, interests and perspectives and their impact on his thought 
and writing in accounting. Thus is presented a portrait of an 
individualistic, catholic and socratic scholar, to this day unique 
in Australian and international accounting academia. 
INTRODUCING LOUIS GOLDBERG 
Louis Goldberg was born on 22 February 1908 and after 
completing his secondary education at University High School, 
undertook all of his tertiary academic qualifications at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, where he also spent his entire academic 
career. He rose from part-time tutor in 1931, through the ranks 
of lecturer, senior lecturer, and associate professor, to the rank 
of Professor and Head of the Department of Accounting. The 
lectureship to which he was appointed in 1946 was the first full-
time lectureship in accountancy in an Australian university 
[Kerr and Clift, 1989]. The Chair in Accounting at Melbourne 
University he occupied was the first chair in accounting estab-
lished in an Australian university, being first held part-time 
from 1954 to 1957 by Sir Alexander Fitzgerald, and second held 
full-time by Louis Goldberg from 1958 to 1973. 
Goldberg educated many foundation professors1 of ac-
counting at other Australian universities and was one of the 
initiators of the Australian Association of University Teachers of 
Accounting, the forerunner of the Accounting Association of 
Australia and New Zealand. He has made many important con-
tributions to the literature on accounting theory and has had an 
ongoing commitment to the development of accounting history 
(refer Appendices A and B). To this day, he has remained an 
active accounting educator and researcher, continuing an in-
volvement in teaching, research, publishing, and refereeing for 
research journals. He has been honored by the designation of 
Professor Emeritus by the University of Melbourne, by election 
to the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia, by appointment 
1A foundation professor in an Australian university is the first full professor 
to be appointed to a professorial chair in a department (such as a Department of 
Accounting). 
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as an Officer of the Order of Australia by the Queen through the 
Governor General of Australia, and by election to life member-
ship of the Academy of Accounting Historians and the Account-
ing Association of Australia and New Zealand [Kerr and Clift, 
1989]. Most recently, he has been appointed adjunct Professor 
to the David Syme School of Business at Monash University for 
a term of three years, 1992-95. 
This study presents a personal portrait of the man behind 
these achievements. While Professor Goldberg has been widely 
recognized in Australia as a "founding father" of university 
teaching and research in accounting, it is arguable that his writ-
ings hold insights and lessons for the philosophy and practice of 
accounting yet to be fully realized and appreciated. It is argu-
able that the history of thought in any discipline reflects a multi-
plicity of probable influences, among which are the personal 
characteristics, philosophies and predispositions of the contrib-
uting authors. Hence before addressing Goldberg's writings, this 
study has taken the opportunity to examine Goldberg's own life 
and perspectives, not as is most usual, solely from the reflec-
tions of his colleagues, but in addition on the basis of his own 
introspection. This has been a valuable opportunity, not always 
available to historians attempting to study the lives and perspec-
tives of leading figures. 
RESEARCH METHOD EMPLOYED 
This study's data and conclusions are based on the oral 
history research method. Both Professor Goldberg and col-
leagues from his past and present career at the University of 
Melbourne as nominated by him have been interviewed by the 
researcher (refer Appendix C). All interviews took place between 
December 1986 and April 1992. The oral history method em-
ployed [Tosh, 1984; Parker and Graves, 1989; Collins and 
Bloom, 1991] consisted of tape recorded and subsequently tran-
scribed interviews based on a semi-structured interview guide 
that allowed for open ended questions and answers. 
A flexible approach was taken in interviews, with issues 
raised by interviewees allowed to govern the direction of discus-
sion and with suggestive or directive questions restricted to a 
minimum. Interview subjects were knowledgeable, organized 
and logical in their approaches to and discussion of general 
questions raised and hence minimum prompting by the re-
searcher was required. Ninety minute audio tapes were used to 
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minimize the necessity of intrusive tape changeovers. The inter-
views did not follow the guide rigidly but were flexible, allowing 
for unanticipated issues that were raised by an interviewee. The 
substance of the paper is based entirely on the interview tran-
scripts with draft papers subjected to scrutiny and comments by 
Professor Goldberg in 1991 and 1992. 
Oral history method is, of course, subject to a number of 
limitations and the results of this study must be viewed with 
these in mind. Interviewees may suffer memory lapses or flawed 
recollections of past events or situations. The interviewee's rec-
ollections will also be influenced by his or her own perception 
and interpretation of past events, relationships and environmen-
tal influences. Finally, interviewees may be reluctant to relate 
criticisms of individuals, information they regard as sensitive or 
confidential, or events which they find to be unpleasant or pain-
ful to recall [Bornot, 1955; Vansina, 1965]. Nevertheless, the oral 
history method is increasingly being acknowledged as one that 
offers the prospect of accessing voices that may otherwise have 
remained silent and unearthing perspectives and observations 
that may otherwise have been lost to subsequent generations. 
EDUCATION AND EARLY CAREER 
Goldberg was the youngest of a Jewish family of six boys 
whose parents came from Poland and Lithuania via England. 
His father was a tailor who eventually purchased property and 
built and operated a factory in Carlton (a suburb of Melbourne). 
Goldberg describes himself as "a somewhat solitary child" be-
cause his next oldest brother was about 6.5 years older than 
himself. As Goldberg puts it "I had quite a few years as a fairly 
solitary member of the family and I had a reasonable childhood 
which was neither enormously happy nor enormously un-
happy". 
Goldberg became very fond of books. As a child, he was the 
only member of his family having this interest, particularly 
given his parents' restricted command of the English language. 
Signs of his academic ability became evident relatively early in 
his childhood when he undertook the eighth year of his studies 
two years earlier than his age would normally permit. He be-
came one of only three pupils at Coburg High School who en-
rolled for a final year of secondary study (known then as Leav-
ing Honors) and later transferred to University High School for 
another year for this purpose. 
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Keen to pursue a professional career, and considering law, 
Goldberg needed a scholarship in order to go to university. 
Goldberg was not awarded such a scholarship in either his final 
year at Coburg or his year at University High, and therefore was 
forced to seek employment as an office boy with a firm of engi-
neers and manufacturers of wooden heels for women's shoes. In 
this position, he learned bookkeeping while simultaneously con-
sidering a career in journalism. He also applied for some cadet-
ships without success. Private study of a book on bookkeeping, 
as well as his experience in the office caused him to think about 
the possibility of qualifying as an accountant. Towards the end 
of his first year in the office, the office accountant experienced 
alcohol problems and left to Goldberg the responsibility of pre-
paring wage packets for employees and financial statements for 
the two partners. Unrewarded by the firm's partners for his 
added responsibilities, Goldberg decided to seek employment 
elsewhere. He applied for and was awarded a "free place" at the 
University of Melbourne to study for the Bachelor of Commerce 
degree. This was a State Government award that covered the 
cost of lecture fees. Regarding his attitude during his school and 
undergraduate period, Goldberg has said: 
"As a schoolboy and even as a university student, uni-
versity teaching was far from my hopes; I doubt 
whether I ever thought of it as a possibility. When I was 
at school, my utmost aspiration was to attend univer-
sity and complete a degree course." 
[Goldberg, December 1986] 
Goldberg undertook his undergraduate studies part-time, 
being employed by a public accountant for most of that period. 
Most of his fellow students studied part-time and many lectures 
were delivered at 8 am or after 5 pm. As he did with his second-
ary education, Goldberg completed his Bachelor of Commerce 
studies in less than the standard time. He completed 15 subjects 
(rather than the 14 required for graduation) in four years rather 
than taking the average five years. In addition to the compulsory 
subjects of economic geography and economic history, two sub-
jects from Arts or Science were required. From these, Goldberg 
selected a subject called Psychology, Logic and Ethics, and 
French I. The degree program also required the study of one 
subject from modern history. Goldberg's choice was European 
History C, covering the period from 1453 onwards. Goldberg 
recalls that he graduated with five first class honors, five sec-
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onds, four thirds and one pass (in a subject that only offered a 
passing grade). Subsequent to gaining his degree in 1929, he 
undertook some additional subjects in the areas of statistics and 
banking, currency and exchange. 
In 1931, Goldberg became Research Scholar in Economics 
at the University of Melbourne, followed by his appointment as 
Bartlett Research Scholar at the same University in 1932. He 
also was employed as a part-time tutor in accounting between 
the years 1931 and 1945. At the same time, he undertook a 
variety of bookkeeping work for a number of his own clients 
who were mostly small manufacturers. This helped to generate 
funds to assist his parents, particularly since his father was ill at 
the time. When his research posts concluded, he was offered a 
costing post in the firm of Dunlop which he took on full-time 
while keeping up his part-time tutoring. Subsequently, he joined 
the firm of VGH Harrison, Chartered Accountant, and was pri-
marily occupied in auditing work until the outbreak of World 
War II. In 1941 he joined the estimates/financial section of the 
Commonwealth Government Department of Air. This work in-
volved preparing estimates of upcoming commitments relating 
to staffing, equipment, aircraft and ammunition. Expenditure 
control was also a major function relating to these areas. This 
work occupied him from 1941 until mid-1945 but he still main-
tained his Melbourne University tutoring activities. Thus, as he 
points out, "I had a continuous connection with the University, 
virtually from enrolment as a student". 
THE MOVE TO ACADEMIA 
During the World War II years, Goldberg had formed the 
opinion that if a full-time teaching post in accounting at the 
University ever became available, he would apply. This occasion 
arose in 1946, and he successfully applied for the lectureship in 
accounting. At the time of gaining the lectureship, Goldberg's 
Master of Commerce thesis (graduated 1938) had already been 
published, he had published a number of articles and had a 
number of years' experience as a tutor and as a lecturer occa-
sionally standing in for a part-time lecturer. When Goldberg 
took up his full-time lectureship, he was in the unique position 
of being the only full-time faculty member in accounting. Both 
Alex Fitzgerald and his brother, Garrett, were part-time appoin-
tees. At this point, Goldberg was not only the sole full-time ac-
counting academic at the University of Melbourne, but the sole 
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full-time accounting academic in the Australian university sys-
tem. 
In Goldberg's opinion, his move into accounting academia 
was a matter of opportunity. With the conclusion of his two 
economics research scholarships, no further opportunity in eco-
nomics had presented itself; his move into the cost accounting 
work for the Dunlop organization determined his longer term 
move into accounting. In his early role as lecturer, Goldberg 
found that there was much work involved in teaching prepara-
tion and administration, particularly given that other faculty 
members only appeared at class times. Within a short time, 
however, Goldberg was joined by more full-time staff. Jean Ken-
was appointed at the end of 1946 and W. (Bill) Stewart at the 
beginning of 1947. His typical teaching week involved between 
six and eight lectures plus approximately six tutorials of be-
tween one hour and 1.5 hours each. Many of the students were 
mature age students of high quality so that as Goldberg put it "it 
was a very heavy time, but we felt it was worthwhile because of 
the quality of students". Goldberg also contributed to a series of 
booklets on accounting principles that were produced by the 
Department of Labor and National Service for the purpose of 
the post-war rehabilitation process of updating accountants in 
1946. Hard on the heels of this work, he undertook preparation 
of the text Elements of Accounting co-authored with V.R. Hill 
who was a teacher at Scotch College in Melbourne and a part-
time tutor at the university. This was an elementary accounting 
text mostly prepared in their own time during evenings. 
Consistent with his interests in further studies, after the 
first couple of years of full-time academic employment, Gold-
berg began to contemplate the possibility of completing a Bach-
elor of Arts degree for which many of his already completed 
subjects qualified him. He completed his requirements for that 
degree by undertaking a new science subject (covering history 
and method of science) which he thoroughly enjoyed. Further 
personal studies included sitting in on lectures in jurisprudence 
and logic. Around 1949, the wave of large numbers of ex-service 
people from the post-war period had begun to ease and so the 
numbers of students in classes began to decline, with the effect 
of some repeat lectures being discontinued. This began to make 
more time available to Goldberg to "push on and do some writ-
ing" although, as his list of publications shows, he had already 
produced a significant amount of published work. In 1949, 
Goldberg was promoted to the rank of Senior Lecturer. 
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The GL Wood chair in accounting at the University of 
Melbourne, established in 1954 partly through public subscrip-
tion, was the first of its type established in an Australian univer-
sity. Sir Alexander Fitzgerald held the chair from 1954 to 1957 
on a part-time basis; Goldberg succeeded him in 1958 on a full-
time basis. In his professorial role, Goldberg automatically be-
came Head of the Accounting Department. This involved him in 
spending a large amount of time on committees of various sorts 
which Goldberg viewed as an essential part of his responsibili-
ties. From a group of approximately five staff when he took the 
Chair, Goldberg describes the process as "a fairly steady struggle 
to get adequate staff". Another challenge was the task of at-
tempting to establish a good honours program (the fourth year 
of the degree). Honors courses were initially dominated by eco-
nomics content, since the accounting group did not have suffi-
cient staff to provide adequate numbers of accounting subjects 
within the honors program. The salaries offered at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne were insufficient for the department to recruit 
academics from overseas to assist in this area. Thus many high-
class graduates immediately went into business or public prac-
tice rather than undertaking honors studies. Ultimately, the 
honours program was developed. 
ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP 
Goldberg recalls that administrative duties were a major 
consumer of his time as Professor of Accounting: 
"I got the feeling that when you're appointed to a chair 
. . . . you're appointed on the basis that you'll spend 50 
percent of your time on research, 50 per cent of your 
time on teaching and 50 per cent of your time on ad-
ministration." 
[Goldberg, December 1986] 
His colleagues portray Goldberg as a careful and deliberate 
administrator. Nevertheless, colleagues observed that he did not 
particularly relish administrative duties or university politics 
and was not very fond of meetings. Still, he was meticulous in 
record keeping, kept himself informed as to what was happen-
ing in his department and its faculty. Goldberg tended to set his 
own objectives and work slowly towards them. For example, in 
attempting to develop programs such as the accounting honors 
program he was prepared to work towards them and not to be 
discouraged by temporary setbacks. This sometimes meant that 
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developments took time to achieve. Success was often forthcom-
ing, although this deliberate, careful approach sometimes re-
sulted in lost political battles within the faculty. This may have 
reflected a philosophy of waiting to see if some problems would 
resolve themselves. At times, this was felt by some to have re-
sulted in missed opportunities. 
Goldberg was regarded as a quietly decisive person who 
nonetheless was gentle, kindly and thoughtful in his dealings 
with his colleagues. Indeed, his colleagues regarded him as a 
pat ient gent leman who preferred to encourage the people 
around him to reach consensus rather than to endure conflict. 
In this sense, University politics was not necessarily his pre-
ferred arena of endeavor. Enduring a period when the econo-
mists dominated faculty politics, Goldberg preferred a non-con-
frontational approach and avoided personal acrimony whenever 
possible. 
As a leader of his academic colleagues, Goldberg encour-
aged them to develop their own particular interests and to rise 
to their level of capability. His form of encouragement was 
gentle and he was seen as maintaining a high level of intellectual 
freedom in his general attitudes. He did not try to push indi-
vidual colleagues down any particular path. While encouraging 
people to pursue their own interests and to take their own ap-
proaches to teaching, he was always interested to know what 
was going on. He insisted on inspecting lecture outlines and 
scrutinized draft examination papers meticulously. While want-
ing to know the details of what was happening in the teaching 
program, he nevertheless did not interfere very much in the 
construction of or teaching of departmental courses. His atti-
tude in the preservation of his colleagues' autonomy of opera-
tion is probably best illustrated by a recollection of his younger 
colleague Chris Warrell: 
"I remember when I first joined there . . . . and I re-
member saying to Lou, just after I started, "what hours 
should I keep?" And Lou in his usual style, looked up 
from behind the desk, silent for a while, and said, "if 
you have got a lecture or tutorial it is advisable to be 
in"." 
[Warrell, 12 December 1988] 
In staff meetings, Goldberg encouraged the discussion of 
various contentious accounting issues as well as the airing of 
different views. This reflected his non-interventionist leadership 
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style. Indeed, department meetings appear to have been rela-
tively infrequent in the course of an academic year. As a leader, 
he was more of a laissez-faire facilitator. His style of leadership 
was certainly not a top-down domineering one. Rather, he en-
couraged colleagues to exercise their academic rights and re-
sponsibilities and respected their academic freedom. In some 
areas of departmental leadership, he could assume a more au-
thority-based, albeit quietly executed, style. For example, teach-
ing duties might be determined by him relatively independently 
and then announced to staff at a departmental meeting. This 
could involve some rotations of lecturers across different subject 
areas (e.g., from financial accounting to management account-
ing). 
As a facilitator, Goldberg has been characterised by his col-
leagues as a quiet, somewhat withdrawn, though highly re-
spected departmental head. He expected people to find their 
own academic path. His working day more often involved work-
ing at home before arriving at his office, with the occasional 
appearance at a tea break or lunch. Now and then, he wandered 
the corridors and spoke informally to people about current is-
sues in the department. Thus he could be somewhat remote 
from colleagues, not given to displaying his feelings or becom-
ing closely associated with many of them. One amusing tale is 
told by Stewart Leech: 
" . . . but I can remember Lou on one occasion wander-
ing down the corridors and he hadn't seen one of the 
tutors around for a while. The tutor was finishing his 
Masters . . . and he wandered down the corridor and he 
said . . . 'is (name deleted) still on the payroll? I haven't 
seen him for about six months'. I've never forgotten 
that." 
[Leech, 18 April 1991] 
TEACHING 
It was characteristic of Goldberg that when occupying the 
Chair of Accounting, he took virtually a full teaching load de-
spite the burdens of being head of department. His colleagues 
characterize him as being respected by his students, with better 
students, particularly those of honors class, appreciating him 
more than the average pass-level student. This is said to be true 
because of his more philosophical and theoretical approach to 
the accounting discipline. His teaching always reflected his 
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abiding interest in attempting to understand and convey the 
theory and philosophy underlying accounting practice. 
When on his first overseas visit to universities in Britain and 
the United States, Goldberg had the opportunity to compare 
their accounting education systems with Australia. His impres-
sion at that time of British university accounting courses was 
that they were "relatively backward". American academic ac-
counting education impressed Goldberg. He felt that Australia 
had a good deal that could be learned from it. He was impressed 
by the relatively informal relationships that developed between 
students and instructors in American universities and by the 
publishing efforts of US faculty. He also felt that there were 
interesting people with whom he could talk and share common 
interests. 
Later visiting academic appointments included the Baruch 
School of Business Administration in New York (1963), Univer-
sity of Auckland (1967), and University of Florida (1970). At 
Baruch, Goldberg insisted on teaching a graduate theory semi-
nar course which he recalls some students enjoyed and others 
found difficult. In the business school environment, he noticed a 
greater affinity amongst accountants for business rather than 
the more economics orientation to which he was accustomed at 
Melbourne University. He found academic accountants highly 
attuned to the world of business and, indeed, found very few 
with whom he could share his particular view of accounting. 
Essentially, Goldberg found that the US view of theory in ac-
counting was largely CPA regulation dominated. This diverged 
significantly from his view of accounting theory and limited the 
amount of intellectual interaction which he felt able to derive 
from his US colleagues in this area. Thus, at both Baruch and 
Florida, Goldberg was involved in the teaching program and met 
a range of US academics, but pursued his own research studies 
and interests on a relatively independent basis. 
At the University of Melbourne, always well prepared for 
classes, his lectures in particular were characterized by a slow 
form of delivery where the key points he was making were often 
punctuated by pauses, almost as if he was carefully thinking 
things through as he conveyed them to the students. Indeed, in 
tutorials, his technique of pausing was even more pronounced. 
This appears to have been a technique designed to encourage 
students to respond to the issues being raised. Goldberg was 
always concerned to probe the depths of student understanding 
and to encourage students to discuss, and indeed to disagree on 
11
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issues to the fullest extent possible. He did not automatically 
answer student questions in the most straightforward manner, 
but preferred to cause the student to reflect on why the question 
was being posed and the circumstances surrounding the issue, 
before considering what response might be appropriate. 
While considered by some of his colleagues to be a man of 
considerable wit and humor, he did not readily display this qual-
ity in his undergraduate lectures. Some have attributed this re-
serve in lectures to his shyness, others to the lesser opportunity 
than afforded in small group seminars. Goldberg was neither a 
charismatic nor flamboyant lecturer. His interest in theoretical 
and semantic issues was not readily appreciated by any but the 
brighter undergraduate students. Nevertheless, some of his col-
leagues and past students recall the logic and clarity of his lec-
ture presentations. As Stewart Leech recalls of an undergradu-
ate lecture on trust accounting presented by Goldberg: 
"The topic of trust accounting is not exciting . . . and I 
don't think Lou made it exciting but he did develop the 
story very well. He turned what I think is a relatively 
dull topic not into something very exciting but some-
thing very understandable." 
[Leech, 18 April 1991] 
There seems to be a unanimous opinion among his col-
leagues that Goldberg was at his best as a small group seminar 
leader in more advanced accounting topics. Geoff Burrows re-
calls Goldberg's 1961 Accounts III class as having almost an 
Oxbridge flavor. It involved students in a considerable weight of 
reading in theoretical aspects of accounting. This moved stu-
dents from a technical orientation of the subject towards a more 
intellectual appreciation of the conceptual ideas involved. For 
this reason alone, Goldberg held much greater appeal for the 
intellectual type of student. 
In the small group seminar setting, he was adept at recalling 
the names of participants after only a few initial sessions. Yet in 
those seminars, he mostly remained unobtrusive. His style of 
tutoring was to listen quietly to the student discussion, and only 
to make comments intermittently. It was not his practice to 
confront or demolish particular viewpoints presented by semi-
nar participants. Indeed, students could present their varying 
interpretations of a paper that had been set for reading without 
Goldberg indicating his agreement or disagreement with them. 
He tended to facilitate student debate rather than imposing his 
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own views on a class. Nevertheless, he would intervene if he felt 
that the issue under discussion needed qualification or elabora-
tion. Thus, Goldberg might direct discussion a little, but he 
would never force a particular conclusion or view. Just as he 
never identified himself as "a replacement cost man" or a "cur-
rent purchasing power man" in his research activities, so he 
avoided such typecasting in the classroom. As a supervisor of 
research students, he was at all times willing to assist them if 
they called upon him. In general, however, he was content to 
leave them to work at their own pace without much intrusion on 
his part. His approach to supervision was therefore somewhat 
passive. Consistent with his own research habits he expected a 
considerable degree of self-motivation and independent work in 
his students. 
RESEARCH 
In his early years as lecturer at the University of Melbourne, 
Goldberg was one of only a very few members of staff engaged 
in academic writing. Indeed, the majority of Goldberg's writing 
th roughou t his career at Melbourne University was sole-
authored. This tendency may have in part reflected his own 
particular philosophical interests and in part been a reflection of 
his more solitary interests as a child. It also may have been a 
function of conditions in the early years of his academic career 
as well as his industrious disposition. It must be remembered 
that he was one of the small number of full-time academic ac-
countants in Australia, with an even smaller number of these 
involved in research and writing. In addition, such assistance as 
travel, telecommunications, word processing and photocopying 
were not as available then as they are today. This restricted 
consultation or co-authorship with peer academics in other 
parts of Australia or overseas. When preparing material, he did 
seek the advice of colleagues at Melbourne University, particu-
larly once they had built up credentials, based on his impression 
of their ability to provide useful comment. 
Personal Perspectives 
Goldberg was primarily attracted to the study of financial 
accounting. Although he had wartime experience in government 
accounting, he felt that he was not in a position to introduce the 
study or teaching of that area on a proper scale. In relation to 
management accounting, he felt that while it was quite fashion-
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able at the time, the issues being addressed and discussed did 
not seem to him to be particularly profound. He was attracted to 
financial accounting because he felt that it posed deeper philo-
sophical and intellectual problems. This concern is reflected in 
his work right through to the present day and can be found, for 
example, in his entity theory chapter at the conclusion of his 
history of the AAANZ (Appendix A, 1987). 
"The problem of the enquiring student of these matters 
is to try to penetrate the veil of abstraction, generaliza-
tion or collectivity and examine what human beings 
have done and the results of those actions. It is this 
which would approach realism, and it is this which, 
intellectually, accounting theory is concerned with. It is 
in this way that accounting history can make a contri-
bution to accounting theory, and it is in this way that 
accounting theory can make a contribution to social 
knowledge." 
[Goldberg, 1987, p. 237] 
The above-quoted final paragraph from Goldberg's (1987) 
Dynamics of An. Entity gives an immediate insight into his philo-
sophical approach to accounting. Goldberg has consistently 
demonstrated a concern for accounting as language, art and 
logic, always reflecting its history and interacting with its social 
context. 
"For an accountant in the fulfilment of his complete 
functions is something of a historian, something of a 
linguist and interpreter, something of an artist, but 
chiefly a logician. 
[Goldberg, 1957, p. 17] 
Indeed, Goldberg has regarded the accountant as being dis-
tinguishable from the bookkeeper by virtue of his or her ability 
to analyze the business accounts produced by the bookkeeper 
and "supply the 'philosophical explanation' which lies behind 
the final results shown" [Goldberg, 1948, p. 26]. To Goldberg 
[1948, p. 172], accounting is both science and philosophy. What 
might constitute good accounting, in his view, will only be as-
certainable from the development of a coherent general theory 
of accounting from which criteria can be derived [Goldberg, 
1965]. Meanwhile, the standards of conduct and practice which 
accountants seek to follow, in Goldberg's view reflect and ex-
press their philosophy of life [Goldberg, 1965]. Thus for Gold-
berg, accounting has been first and foremost a philosophical 
pursuit. 
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History has always been a primary vehicle in Goldberg's 
thinking about accounting. His view is best reflected in his reply 
to the economist Jevons's philosophy that in commerce, by-
gones are forever by-gones. Taking a contrary position, Gold-
berg quoted Bergen Evans' opening to his book The Natural 
History of Nonsense, that "We may be through with the past, but 
the past is not through with us" [Bergen Evans, 1947, p. 11 -
quoted in Goldberg, 1960, p. 119]. 
Goldberg often devoted his first one or two lectures in a 
course "to a rapid and potted outline of the history of account-
ing". He also published a series of 4 articles on "The Develop-
ment of Accounting" in The Australian Accountancy Student in 
1949 and an article on "Some Early Australian Accounting 
Records" in The Australian Accountant in 1952. The latter was 
based on archival research that he conducted in the Mitchell 
Library, Sydney. He continued his interest in accounting history 
during his first sabbatical leave period in 1955. At that time, he 
had just produced a review of a book on accounting history by 
Eldridge and during his sabbatical period travelled in Italy as 
well as studying a manuscript in London by Jeremy Bentham on 
which he subsequently wrote a paper (Appendix A, 1957). 
Goldberg developed the view that one really could not un-
derstand present day institutions and practice without some 
knowledge of how they had come to be. He became convinced 
that to understand the economic world of today, one had to 
know something about the way it had developed. This belief has 
been reflected in the historical dimensions that have appeared 
in his writings from time to time. For example he traced the 
notion of depreciation back to Vitruvius, the Roman writer on 
architecture at the time of Augustus Caesar [Goldberg, 1960, p . 
5] and his AAA monograph referred to ancient and medieval 
accounting history [Goldberg, 1965, pp. 27-31]. His record of 
publications also clearly evidences a significant number of ac-
counting history studies and writings that he himself directly 
undertook, including writings on Australian accounting educa-
tion, John Scouller, John Colt, and AAANZ (Appendix A and B, 
1949, 1956, 1976, 1977, 1981, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1991). 
Building Contacts and Momentum 
A large part of Goldberg's academic career, particularly in 
the 1950s, took place when academic accounting colleagues 
working in Australian universities and colleges were small in 
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number and when access to travel to overseas institutions was 
still relatively limited. Encouraged by Professor Fitzgerald, 
Goldberg applied for overseas travel grants a number of times, 
finally being successful in obtaining a Rockerfeller Foundation 
Travelling Fellowship in 1955. This allowed him to travel to 
Britain and the United States. In London he had meetings with 
academics such as Solomons and Baxter and also attended a 
meeting of the Association of University Teachers of Accounting. 
It was while in London that he discovered a manuscript written 
by Jeremy Bentham on bookkeeping, and spent considerable 
time trying to decipher it, subsequently writing a research piece 
on it after his return to Australia. While in the UK, Goldberg 
also travelled to Scotland and a number of other English loca-
tions. 
From the UK, Goldberg travelled to New York and spent 
some time at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. From 
there, he moved to the University of California at Berkeley 
where he had the opportunity to see some of Hatfield's papers 
and spent considerable time reading in the university library. 
Goldberg states that part of his attraction to Berkeley was the 
expected presence of Perry Mason, who by the time Goldberg 
actually arrived was in New York directing research for the 
American Institute of Accounting (later to become the AICPA). 
However, Goldberg did meet Mason in New York during his 
visit there. Mason's exit from Berkeley left Moonitz and Vance 
as the leading figures at that institution. At Berkeley, Goldberg 
met H.R. Anton and also George Staubus who had moved there 
after studying under Vatter at Chicago. 
Between the years 1958 and 1973, Goldberg's accounting 
research interests and activities intensified. He regarded his ma-
jor works as analytical rather than empirical and was trying to 
figure out or understand the very basics of accounting. Goldberg 
states that he "was trying to get down to the basics of theory". 
While he did not feel that he came up with a coherent explana-
tory theory overall, he felt that he might be able to provide some 
conceptual foundations for various points that he had put for-
ward. This is consistent with his contention that if there were 
such a thing as truth in accounting, its discovery would be a 
slow intellectual exercise. Such a view reflected the philosophi-
cal style of his own research which placed considerable impor-
tance upon logical argument. Goldberg's philosophical and ana-
lytical ability is best summarized as follows: 
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"I think Lou has an ability, had an ability and still has 
an ability, to get down to a level of abstraction in ac-
counting that I haven't seen in a lot of people." 
[Leech, 18 April 1991] 
Notable Contributions 
In te rms of "technical" aspects of account ing theory, 
Goldberg's writings cover an array of subject matter including 
the accounting equation, depreciation, the theory of equities, 
financial statement preparation, form in accounting (i.e. report-
ing format), measurement, profit and valuation. Both Goldberg 
and his colleagues generally regard his American Accounting 
Association monograph An Inquiry into the Nature of Accounting 
(Appendix A, 1965) as his most significant major piece of pub-
lished research. Goldberg suggests that it became better known 
in the USA than in his home country, Australia. In this mono-
graph, Goldberg expounded his "commander theory". While en-
tity theory considered the accounting unit as something sepa-
ra te and dist inct from the proprietor , propr ie tary theory 
required all events to be accounted for from the view of the 
proprietor(s). Goldberg [1965] saw entity theory as something of 
a fictional nature and proprietary theory as something difficult 
to apply to partnerships, trusts and governments. However, he 
did not see them as completely incompatible. Fund theory held 
no great attraction for him either. Instead, he proposed the com-
mander theory in which accounting functions are carried out for 
and on behalf of commanders. Accounting analysis was to be 
undertaken so that commanders of resources could make rea-
soned decisions. Thus Goldberg sought to focus accounting at-
tention upon people and events rather than trying "to force 
people's activities into a mould shaped for a shadowy entity, 
which may be a convenient legal or social fiction but is never-
theless an unreal and incorporeal chimera. . . " [Goldberg, 1965, 
pp. 167-8]. 
Goldberg [1965, pp. 162-174] saw entity theory and propri-
etary theory as both fundamentally based on the concept of 
ownership. In his view, ownership is a "nebulous concept" that 
is "extremely difficult to define and analyse in any way suitable 
for use as a basic accounting notion". However Goldberg argued 
that ownership of resources is sometimes, but not always, ac-
companied by effective economic control of those resources. In-
stead of personifying the corporation as a pseudo-human entity, 
Goldberg argued for a focus on the person or small group of 
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persons who have economic control (or "command") over re-
sources. Accounting therefore focuses upon the "commander" of 
resources rather than "artificial abstractions" such as an entity 
or fund. Recognising the divorce between ownership and man-
agement in the corporation, Goldberg argued that the chief ex-
ecutive officer exercised the role of commander whereas own-
ers (i.e., investors) could not control the corporation's resources. 
Goldberg also defined commanders as trustees of an estate, liq-
uidators or trustees in bankruptcy, the receivers appointed by 
creditors of a firm, heads of government departments and even 
presidents of clubs. On this basis, accounting functions are car-
ried out for and on behalf of commanders, to assist them in 
decision making and control. 
Thus for Goldberg, the accountant should account from the 
point of view of whoever initiates the events that he records. To 
whom the accountant reports is therefore less important. Rather 
the emphasis falls upon what the accountant reports — i.e., 
what the commander has done. The balance sheet therefore 
moves from being a statement of "values" owned and owed, to 
being a statement of the commander's stewardship of the re-
sources with which he/she has been entrusted. Thus from the 
commander theory perspective, the balance sheet becomes "a 
statement of accountability, with the manager in a quasi-fidu-
ciary role" [Goldberg, 1965, p. 171]. The profit and loss state-
ment expresses, from the commander's point of view, the types 
of expenditure that he or she, as manager and custodian, has 
incurred and with what result. 
Goldberg argued that commander theory does not destroy 
either the entity notion or the proprietary theory, but can be 
used to reconcile the two. The entity (though notional) is signifi-
cant for the commander but not the proprietor. The proprietor 
(e.g., shareholder) is primarily concerned with shareholders ' 
funds and dividends. The commander is concerned with total 
resources. Accounting for the entity is therefore for the informa-
tion of the commander. Thus, Goldberg argued, commander 
theory filled a gap left by proprietary theory. 
In Australia, his book A Philosophy of Accounting (Appendix 
A, 1939) became widely known and respected. Its second edition 
appeared in 1947, the third edition in 1954, the fourth edition in 
1957 (which was retitled An Outline of Accounting), the fifth 
edition in 1966, and the sixth edition in 1973. Goldberg also 
regards as particularly significant the accounting text The Ele-
ments of Accounting (Appendix A, 1947) which he co-authored 
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with V.R. Hill. It was first published in 1947 with second and 
third editions appearing in 1958 and 1966 respectively. A third 
edition with amendments was published in 1968. He regards 
this work as significant because it was based primarily on his 
own philosophy of accounting. At the time of its first publica-
tion, it adopted an approach to accounting not common in other 
available texts. In contrast to the procedural journal-to-ledger 
approach, it based its instruction upon the accounting equation. 
It is a matter of record that Goldberg was a leading pub-
lisher of articles and books on accounting in the post World War 
II period in Australia. During that period, the accounting litera-
ture in Australia experienced a notable upsurge in quantity. In-
spection of Goldberg's publishing record (Appendix A) reveals 
his significant contribution to that movement. This record of 
research achievement was recognised by the University of 
Melbourne by its awarding him the degree of Doctor of Litera-
ture in 1967. 
Contrasting Concerns 
For Goldberg himself, and in his attitude to fostering re-
search among his staff, research in accounting was an intensely 
personal occupation allowing for multiple interests and perspec-
tives across a range of academic colleagues. He deliberately set 
out not to impose his own ideas on his colleagues. If, by inde-
pendent study and thought, they came to some similar theoreti-
cal conclusions to himself, then he regarded that as "a personal 
bonus". Goldberg contends that his philosophy of promoting 
independence of thought among colleagues was based on a per-
sonal principle of "respect for the individual's individuality". 
Two other aspects of Goldberg's approach to research are 
worthy of note. The importance of clear and effective communi-
cation and the concept of accounting as an important communi-
cation vehicle has been a consistent theme underp inn ing 
Goldberg's work. To him, accounting is a narrative of events 
that have taken place [Goldberg, 1948, p. 26]. He has called in 
the past for attention to meaning and uniformity of accounting 
terminology [Goldberg, 1948], and has often first analyzed the 
meaning of terms employed at the outset of a study of a particu-
lar topic. Such an approach is evident in his study of deprecia-
tion [Goldberg, 1960]. Without clarity and agreement on ac-
counting terminology, Goldberg has argued that communication 
failure will invariably result. In a broader sense, he has also 
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argued that the more intelligible an accounting statement is, the 
better it serves the purpose for which the reporting was under-
taken [Goldberg and Hill, 1958, p. 9]. The communication di-
mension of accounting was so important to Goldberg that he 
devoted the ent i re final chap te r of his AAA m o n o g r a p h 
[Goldberg, 1965] to this subject. 
Goldberg's communication interests have extended to his 
own preoccupation with language, terminology, punctuat ion 
and semantics. As a writer, he has been very particular about 
such matters, almost in contrast to the deep philosophical con-
cerns of his subject matter. This has earned him a reputation 
among his peers (and supervisees) for precision and scrupulous 
attention to detail. It has also at times caused him a degree of 
frustration with alterations to his manuscripts made by editors. 
Goldberg's concern for language, terminology, punctuation and 
semantics has in part sprung from his longstanding love of 
books and literature. It also stems from his longstanding convic-
tion that communication is a vital process. In his view, the mes-
sage sender has a duty to make his or her message as clear and 
understandable for the message recipient as possible. Therefore, 
he considers adherence to the accepted rules of language and 
semantics to be an important responsibility of all communica-
tors. One further influence stimulated Goldberg's concerns in 
this regard. His "respect" for language and literature began in 
his intermediate year of secondary schooling from the teaching 
of his English teacher for whose expertise and teaching ability 
he had a very high regard. Subsequently, this respect "accumu-
lated and developed" throughout his working life, and remains 
today. 
The second aspect of Goldberg's research presents another 
potential contrast. When in teaching mode, as remarked upon 
earlier, Goldberg has always been careful not to impose, or even 
reveal his views on particular accounting issues under examina-
tion or discussion. His approach to writing has largely been 
quite different. When putting his ideas down on paper, his view 
is expressed quite clearly and the perspective he is adopting is 
similarly enunciated. Indeed, it is arguable that his work has 
become increasingly critical over time, although critique has 
always been a feature of his work. 
One further aspect of Goldberg's commitment to research 
deserves mention here — its consistency of effort. Few account-
ing academics can lay claim to a continuous stream of publica-
tions since formal retirement. In Goldberg's case, since formally 
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retiring from his position as head of department at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne at the end of 1973, he has for almost 20 years, 
maintained a regular output of published work, as well as occa-
sional teaching, manuscript refereeing and advice to other au-
thors. He has displayed a commitment to our discipline that 
few, if any, may be able to match. 
A MORE PERSONAL PORTRAIT 
Without exception, Goldberg's colleagues interviewed for 
the purpose of this study regard him as an intellectual gentle-
man. He appears to have been very much the broad-minded 
philosopher in the accounting domain. Colleagues tended to see 
him as a gentle, kindly and pleasant person who was always 
willing to see the other side of the argument. Indeed, at times, 
some may have considered him to be too gentle for his own 
good. 
Colleagues have characterized Goldberg as a relatively quiet 
and shy individual who was sometimes misinterpreted as stand-
offish and severe by those who did not know him well. For 
example, some colleagues point to his invitations to visit his 
home for a discussion of some accounting issue of interest to 
him. Peter Brownell recalls: 
" . . . even back then I remember going to his house a 
few times and he is always a good host, enjoying a good 
time. But a good time for him always had a squally 
component to it. He has relished a cerebral debate and 
the scope of disagreement was always important. So 
you could immediately intimidate Lou by taking outra-
geous positions and drawing into a fun discussion and 
he would welcome that. He would almost ask for that." 
[Brownell, 7 April 1992] 
Stewart Leech has similarly attested to Goldberg's discus-
sions about insights into accounting issues in his study at home. 
While Goldberg's forte has been conceptual rather than practi-
cal, Leech has remarked that: 
" . . . I still go away inspired and I go away usually with 
a page full of drawings. I go away and think, 'well that's 
a good research issue' . . . I still go away inspired every 
time I go to have a chat with him." 
[Leech, 18 April 1991] 
A further dimension of Goldberg's personality, not always 
evident to those less familiar with him has been a keen sense of 
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humor. George Findlay recalls receiving a letter from Goldberg 
in the 1940s containing some blank verse replete with financial 
jargon. Goldberg later revealed to Findlay that he and a col-
league had cut up a series of public sector Treasury regulations 
and Companies Act extracts, drawn the pieces out of a hat and 
constructed the verse. Goldberg admits that this prank was in-
spired by a much publicized literary hoax that took place in 
Australia around this period. Two Australian poets extracted 
pieces from various published literary works, assembled them 
into a poem and published them in a respected literary journal 
under the pseudonym "Ern Malley". After the poem won aca-
demic plaudits, the authors confessed to their hoax. Professor 
Goldberg has kindly provided the text of his blank verse. It is 
reproduced here. 
SUPPLEMENT — MCMXLIV 
Caretakers, cleaners, watchmen 
and Lavatory attendants! 
After the second front, suppose I retire? 
The evils of anticipating and guessing, Treasury 
journal entries must be prepared. 
A shirt worn by soldiers over their armour 
(They dare not declare themselves openly) 
But they use smoke screens. 
D' dah dah d'd'dit dah d'dah dit! 
The Empress appeared but very rarely 
To Facilitate the direct journalisation. 
Lose a job - owe nothing! 
Casus belli! Ecce Homo! 
Will the powers help me to get the house I need? 
Then wear your button on your vest or shirt — 
Inflammation of the eye-lids; double crested, said of teeth — 
The concept of accounting! 
I entered the ring with a sinking heart, 
The whole of the lag was cancelled 
And the monthly totals inserted — 
Dead Letter!!! 
What is provisional tax? 
Great Caesar's Ghost 
Towards the end of his service with Department of Air, 
Goldberg assembled a set of humorous chapter headings for a 
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possible book on his experiences there. The proposed title for 
the book was Something Must Be Done, subtitled Let's Call a 
Conference. This referred to the plethora of meetings required of 
personnel in that department. This may again provide a clue to 
Goldberg's attitude about meetings during his academic career. 
Geoff Burrows also recalls his witty remarks when chairing con-
ference sessions and on other occasions such as in response to a 
student who said he couldn't remember whether Sir William 
Angliss (an Australian corporate director) was 80 years old and 
on the boards of directors of 60 companies, or 60 years old and 
on the boards of directors of 80 companies. Goldberg's response 
was that clearly Angliss could be described as a going concern. 
Consistent with his love of literature and philosophy has 
been Goldberg's love of language and his attention to the use of 
language in both his own writing and those of colleagues who 
sought his advice. Indeed, he is known as a meticulous proof 
reader, even sometimes to the extent of turning texts upside 
down or reading lines backwards. His careful attention to lan-
guage has also been consistent with his careful attention to logic 
and argument. He has not been an academic who is prone to 
make changes in opinion or argument quickly but is seen by his 
colleagues as one who is fairly slow to change but is prepared to 
try to change philosophical views after thorough consideration, 
careful analysis and argument. 
Goldberg and his first wife, Myrtle, had one daughter. 
Myrtle died in 1969 after a nine-month (approximately) battle 
with cancer. He met his second wife, Jean, when in hospital 
recovering from his first heart attack, and married her in 1972. 
Outside his home and family interests, his concerns were domi-
nated largely by university and university-related activities. He 
joined a golf club for a few years and while having some fun, 
claims to have had little success as a golfer. In his younger days, 
he had done some cross-country running. Characteristic of his 
own personal style is a quotation from Goldberg's own discus-
sions with the author: 
"I'm not a very good socialite — I'm much happier in a 
small group discussion". 
[Goldberg, December 1986] 
It should also be remarked that Goldberg has had several 
personal hobbies that continue today. These include bookbind-
ing, making humorous assemblages of "found objects", garden-
ing, and writing limericks and other humorous verse. They pro-
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vide a unique insight into the varied facets of Goldberg's charac-
ter not immediately apparent to the casual observer. 
One consuming interest for Professor Goldberg has been his 
lifetime pursuit of collecting antiquarian books. Goldberg's rec-
ollection of how he began collecting says much of his own par-
ticular characteristics: 
"If I go back many years, when I finished my schooling, 
I found I couldn't get into university. I had it in my 
mind that I was finished. I went along to a second-hand 
book dealer and the prices that he gave me were so 
miserable. I didn't have the nous to refuse him but I 
made up my mind that I would never sell another book. 
And I never have done." 
[Goldberg, December 1986] 
Today, his collection is most extensive and covers the sub-
ject areas of accounting, history, philosophy, science and litera-
ture. Some of his material extends back several centuries. While 
he has not counted the number of volumes that he has collected, 
he considers his collection to number close to 3000 volumes. His 
accounting books and books on closely related subjects number 
approximately 1000 and must rank as the most significant pri-
vate collection of early accounting texts in Australia. Thus 
Goldberg's love of books and literature have stayed with him in 
a very real sense from his earliest childhood. 
Goldberg argues that he has tried to teach people to partici-
pate in their education and to think things out for themselves. 
He believes that the future of our type of community is bound 
up with the sort of education it gets and that the greater the 
number of people who can think independently and see through 
some of the propaganda with which we are presented, the 
greater chance human nature will have of a reasonably success-
ful future. He sees the greatest strength of accounting education 
as being the opportunity it gives to educators to be involved in 
this process and at the same time its greatest weakness is the 
proportion of educators who do not perceive this opportunity. 
The latter group he sees as examining students on what they 
have absorbed rather than on their ability to think for them-
selves. Goldberg believes that accounting research requires a 
dispassionate examination of the significance of accounting's 
features and functions without a vested interest in relation to 
some particular sections of the community. He views account-
ing as broadly a social function that must be carried out in 
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society. He therefore sees it as having significance in a social 
sense and this role and significance, in his view, require further 
exploration. 
"And yet it can be explored dispassionately by people 
who are prepared to follow the trail wherever it may 
lead. We might (then) see something more clearly than 
we do at present". 
[Goldberg, 1986] 
A SINGULAR ACCOUNTING PHILOSOPHER 
From this albeit brief examination, Goldberg emerges as a 
person of academic and scholarly predisposition right from 
childhood. His commitment to study and learning and his in-
volvement in university life has been a lifetime pursuit. It might 
fairly be said that he stands first as an academic and second as 
an accountant. 
The Singular Scholar 
Overall it might be argued that Goldberg has always been 
an academic idealist and somewhat of a loner. While such char-
acteristics can never be entirely attributed to any individual, 
their attribution to him does not cause Lou Goldberg undue 
concern. For while being an eminently sociable and collegial 
academic with a ready wit, his early academic background re-
quired of him considerable idealism and the ability to carry out 
his teaching and research with a high degree of self-reliance. 
Goldberg's academic profile and orientation have been 
highly individualistic, with much of his thinking, teaching ap-
proach and subjects of research inquiry uniquely reflecting his 
disposition to be sole author. The roots of this appear to be 
several — a fairly solitary childhood, his early days as the sole 
full-time accounting lecturer at Melbourne University, and his 
earlier academic experience in a relatively fledgling, and hence 
isolated Australian academic accounting environment. Consis-
tent with his own voyage of self-discovery, he emerges as the 
collegial yet laissez-faire academic facilitator and counsellor -
encouraging others to find their own particular path, as he has 
done. 
In more specific terms, there are arguably a variety of rela-
tionships between Golberg's own characteristics and past envi-
ronment and his activities and style of working. His careful su-
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pervision of teaching in his department, including scrutiny of 
lecture outlines and draft exam papers, may well have been the 
product of his early experience as the sole full-time accounting 
academic at Melbourne University with the accompanying 
heavy teaching preparation and administration responsibilities. 
It also may have been a result of his early foundation work in 
assisting with the development of the teaching program and the 
department. This may have engendered a sense of "ownership" 
of the program, and hence led to his desire to maintain supervi-
sory control. Goldberg's early experience as the sole full-time 
accounting academic at Melbourne University also may have 
contributed to his commitment to maintaining academic free-
dom amongst his staff and to his preference for sole authorship. 
Goldberg did travel to US and UK universities in the 1950s 
and 1960s but continued to conduct his research and writing 
largely as a sole author resident in Australia. This ostensible 
paradox might best be explained in two ways. His UK experi-
ence in the 1950s left him with an impression that British aca-
demic accounting lagged behind its Australian counterpart . 
While he was more impressed with US academic accounting, he 
found US accounting academics more focussed upon business 
management than suited his more economics-based theoretical 
orientation. Hence he continued to pursue his own unique theo-
retical research. 
There were several academics in Australia whom Goldberg 
respected and of whose views he took note, but in his view no 
particular individuals stand out as having been major formative 
influences on his research and writing. Certainly he benefited 
from the encouragement of Alex Fitzgerald. One particular ben-
efit was Fitzgerald's editorship of The Australian Accountant 
which Goldberg argues was raised by Fitzgerald almost to the 
level of "being a learned journal" and well disposed towards 
publishing good Australian articles. Nevertheless, Goldberg's 
record stands as one of an individual and innovative accounting 
researcher who developed his own particular direction and style 
of research. This was doubtless fertilized by his contacts with 
colleagues in Australia and overseas. As one of his colleagues 
put it, Goldberg pursued conceptual and historical research al-
most as a sort of solitary vice. With respect to research, 
Goldberg could be said to be very much "his own man", generat-
ing and pursuing his ideas with an almost personal style but 
with great philosophical and intellectual strength. His contribu-
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tion clearly stands as one of an original founding Australian 
accounting thinker. 
A Catholic Philosopher 
What has marked Goldberg as unique in Australian aca-
demic accounting is his catholic view of accounting and his 
analytical, philosophical approach to accounting research. He 
has encouraged a multiplicity of theoretical perspectives and 
consequent debate among his students and colleagues. Consis-
tent with his concern for conceptual development and careful 
theoretical argument, has been his preference for and expertise 
in the Socratic teaching method. Consistent with his catholic 
approach Goldberg would not "snuff out" a new or opposing 
idea but would sometimes point people in the direction of fur-
ther materials to facilitate their progress on the issue. Thus he 
did not attempt to carry his colleagues along with his own par-
ticular academic or educational attitudes. He is well respected 
by his colleagues as a facilitator of theoretical discussion and 
debate among small groups of senior students or in individual 
discussion with fellow researchers. 
Goldberg's undergraduate studies in economic history, Eu-
ropean history, psychology, logic and ethics, and later in logic 
may well have influenced his ongoing philosophical and histori-
cal research style. In turn, his philosophical style of research 
interests also appear to have permeated his teaching and leader-
ship styles. Thus, his preference for influencing others via rea-
soned and logical agreement and his preference for smaller, 
higher level undergraduate (and honors/postgraduate) classes is 
a likely product of his philosophical, Socratic style. Goldberg's 
catholic view of accounting issues also appears to have to some 
degree influenced his avoidance of promoting any particular ac-
counting school of thought among his colleagues and his prefer-
ence for acting as a laissez-faire facilitator rather than proactive 
director of his colleagues' work. 
By way of further evidence of his catholic accounting inter-
ests, Goldberg has been a leading Australian accounting history 
scholar. This interest may also have been stimulated by his un-
dergraduate history studies as well as his interest in collecting 
antiquarian books. There also appears to have been a distinct 
relationship between Goldberg's lifelong love of books and lit-
erature and his concern with language and semantics in his 
writing and the drafts of others he supervised or refereed. 
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Thus Goldberg's catholic theoretical approach to account-
ing education, his philosophical style of research and teaching 
and his interest in accounting history all appear to have their 
genesis in his undergraduate studies. His early subject choices 
were clearly varied and strongly oriented towards economics 
and the humanities. His choices of subject matter, analytical 
method and theoretical perspectives show discernible reflections 
of those earlier studies. 
Socratic Mentor 
Overall, Goldberg's leadership style could also be termed 
Socratic. His preference was for sitting back and contemplating 
issues; he tended to lead others towards that approach. Thus, if 
a person chose to take no personal initiative, then personal inac-
tivity was most likely the result. If, however, a person developed 
particular interests or academic activities, then Goldberg was 
supportive of that pursuit. While Goldberg held strong beliefs in 
academic excellence, he chose not to expound or push "one true 
way" in terms of accounting theory or research methodology. 
His influence over others was accomplished more by sustained 
reasoned argument, unemotionally but consistently applied. 
Every individual is endowed with both limitations and 
strengths and Louis Goldberg is no exception. In some respects, 
it might be argued that his preferences and personal style did 
not always lend themselves easily to a team management ap-
proach to academic leadership. Comfortable as a sole author 
and with philosophical discussion at a "one-to-one" level, he was 
content to adopt a laissez-faire style of managing his depart-
ment. This penchant, together with his aversion towards Univer-
sity politics, may have contributed to a somewhat understated 
profile for his department as a whole. Rather, certain individu-
als emerged as enjoying a reputation in Australian or Victorian 
accounting academia. Certainly Goldberg did not seek to build a 
particular national or international profile for his department. 
Nor did he deliberately seek to "breed" prominent academic 
leaders from among his staff, although a number of notable 
Australian university accounting professors have emerged from 
this period of tenure at the University of Melbourne. These in-
clude: 
Name University Chairs Held 
Allan Barton * Macquarie, Australian National University 
Jim Bennett Monash 
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Peter Brownell * Macquarie, Melbourne 
Stewart Leech Tasmania 
Carrick Martin Macquarie Russell 
Mathews * Adelaide, Australian National University 
*Second listed chair held subsequent to first listed chair. 
It has not been Goldberg's style to actively promote himself 
or his particular theoretical concepts. Rather, he has been con-
tent to analyze, debate and ultimately publish his arguments 
and findings, leaving the reader to judge and accept or reject his 
ideas. Goldberg's published research has made its impact solely 
according to the individual merits of each book or article rather 
than through an accumulation of mutually reinforcing papers, 
seminars, conference presentations and related publications by 
scholars of his school of thought. To some extent, this may have 
moderated the penetration and pervasiveness of his ideas in the 
accounting literature. Thus, it might be argued that some of his 
concepts and perspectives await rediscovery by the next genera-
tion of accounting researchers. 
Goldberg's leadership and teaching style — that of the 
Socratic mentor and facilitator, owes much to his somewhat 
solitary childhood, his assumption of sole responsibility for ac-
counting in the first firm in which he was employed, and his 
early career at Melbourne University when he was the lone full-
time accounting lecturer. This in part explains his propensity for 
teaching small groups of students or engaging in discussion and 
debate at a one-to-one level. A further contr ibution to his 
Socratic and thoughtful style of teaching and interaction also 
appears to have been his philosophical, historical and generally 
multidisciplinary undergraduate education. Here lies an inter-
section between the catholic philosopher and the Socratic men-
tor — a teacher, researcher and leader concerned to analyze and 
justify theories and policies, accepting of diversity in approaches 
and rationales, and a facilitator and encourager. Such prefer-
ences may in part explain his lack of relish for university poli-
tics, his aversion to promoting a particular school of thought, 
and his more reactive style of leading his colleagues — respond-
ing and facilitating interested individuals rather than seeking 
out and importuning staff. 
Two par t i cu la r impacts of Goldberg 's preference for 
Socratic mentorship are apparent. First, those of his colleagues 
in his department at Melbourne University who achieved suc-
cess and rose to prominence, did so as a result of their own 
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initiative but with his accompanying support. Personal initiative 
of the individual academic was a prerequisite to securing 
Goldberg's attention and facilitation. Second, Goldberg's theo-
ries and arguments relied entirely upon their internal logic and 
coherence to win reader approval. Unlike other leading account-
ing academics of national and international repute (e.g., Profes-
sor Ray Chambers at the University of Sydney), Lou Goldberg 
did not proselytize his own particular view of accounting theory 
via such means as papers, speeches, student teaching etc. He 
preferred to remain open to competing theories and alternative 
perspectives and to place his ideas in a selected publication, 
leaving others to consider and accept or reject his arguments. 
These two impacts of Goldberg's Socratic mentoring preferences 
could be perceived as entailing both advantages and disadvan-
tages. However, just as Lou Goldberg would have it, that is a 
judgment to be properly left to the reader. 
AN AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTING FOUNDER 
As stated at the outset, this study presents a personal por-
trait of a founder of Australian academic accounting and at the 
same time a significant Australian contributor to the interna-
tional accounting literature. His idealism and independence 
have been his ongoing strengths, evidenced in his philosophical 
and reflective writings, his principles of academic independence 
and scholarship), and his continued stream of publications long 
after his formal retirement from full time duties at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne. Professor Goldberg has distinguished himself 
as a highly literate and philosophical gentleman who has 
adopted his own unique, individual perspective and style of aca-
demic teaching and research. Not only is there much in these 
observations of his life that illuminate his work and approach to 
that work, but at the same time there is much that reveals the 
significance of the contribution of a pioneering academic who 
of necessity operated in a relatively isolated environment, build-
ing accounting to its initial academic status in the Australian 
university system. 
That one such individual should, at the same time as devel-
oping new programs, bearing full teaching loads, and adminis-
tering a fledgling department, also produce such an array of 
significant research and publications in his field, stands as testa-
ment to the total commitment that Professor Goldberg has given 
to his chosen profession. The heritage that he has established 
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for Australian accounting, in both professional and academic 
circles, will be of lasting value. This personal portrait provides 
an insight into the shaping forces, environmental conditions and 
personal dimensions of that contribution. It is only fitting that 
this account of Louis Goldberg should allow him to have the last 
word: 
"Thus the study of accounting, if entered upon with the 
correct attitude from the beginning, is a powerful factor 
in the development of a logical and searching outlook 
upon all things. Viewed in this light, accounting be-
comes more than a study, something more than an art; 
it becomes a science; it becomes a philosophy." 
[Goldberg, 1948, p. 172] 
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APPENDIX A 
BOOKS AND ARTICLES AUTHORED BY LOUIS GOLDBERG 
(Extracted from Kerr and Clift, 1989, pp. 297-309) 
Books and Articles 
1935 
The Transport Problem in Victoria, Economic Record, December, pp. 202-213. 
1939 
A Philosophy of Accounting, Accountants Publishing Company Limited, 
Melbourne, pp. 148. 
1940 
Types of Cost Accounting, The Australian Accountant, February 1940, pp. 67-78. 
1941 
Cost, The Australian Accountant, June, pp. 245-250. 
1944 
The Entity Theory of Accounting, The Australian Accountant, July, pp. 239-242. 
1946 
Accounting Principles, Commonwealth of Australia, Dept. of Labour and Na-
tional Service, Industrial Training Division, Technical Publication No. 21. 
Classification of Accounts and the Planning of Accounting Systems, Common-
wealth of Australia, Dept. of Labour and National Service, Industrial Train-
ing Division, Technical Publication No. 22. 
1948 
Contributor: Intermediate Accounting (Ed. A. A. Fitzgerald) 
Ch. 1 Classification in Accounting pp. 1-7. 
2 Design of Accounting Systems pp. 8-25. 
3 The Presentation of Accounting Reports pp. 26-51. 
4 The Funds Statement pp. 52-63. 
5 Provisions and Reserves pp. 64-88. 
7 Depreciation (with L. H. Dillon) pp. 123-161. 
Butterworth & Co. (Australia) Ltd, Sydney. 
The Teaching of Accountancy — Answers to Questions, The Australian Accoun-
tant, January, pp. 22-25. 
Comment on: R. Adamson, Profit and Loss Appropriation Account in Partner-
ships, The Australian Accountant, June 1948, pp. 201-203. 
Accounting Conventions, The Australian Accountant, July, pp. 235-238. 
Form and Content of Company Financial Statements, The Australian Accoun-
tant, August, pp. 289-296. 
1949 
The Place of Accounting in Secondary Education, The Australian Accountant, 
December, pp. 461-464. 
The Successful Merchant, The Australian Accountant, October, pp. 373-376. 
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The Development of Accounting, The Australian Accountant Student, March, 
May, July, Sept., pp. 3-8, 51-59, 99-107, 146-154. 
News from University Departments of Accounting — Australian Universities, 
(U.K.) Association of University Teachers of Accounting A.U.T.A., Newsletter 
No. 2, July, pp. 7-8. 
1950 
The Publication of Accountancy Books in Australia (U.K.) Association of Univer-
sity Teachers of Accounting A.U.T.A., Newsletter No. 3, December, pp. 7-9. 
Associate Editor (with others) R. K. Yorston, The Australian Commercial Dictio-
nary, 2nd Ed, The Law Book Co. Australasia Pty Ltd, Sydney. 
1951 
Letter dated 11 April 191 (U.K.) Association of Univ. Teachers of Accounting 
A.U.T.A., Newsletter No. 4, December, p. 6. 
The Funds Statement Reconsidered, The Accounting Review, October, pp. 485-
491. 
1952 
Some Early Australian Accounting Records, The Australian Accountant, October, 
pp. 346-355. 
A Distinction Between "Profit" and "Income", Accounting Research, April, pp. 
133-139. 
1953 
The Exposition of Fundamental Accounting Procedure, The Accounting Review, 
April, pp. 280-282. 
On the Doctrine of Conservatism: Comment on an article by Wm. C. O'Halloran, 
January 1952, The Australian Accountant, April, pp. 174-175. 
1954 
Accounting Terminology, The Australian Accountant, February, pp. 57-60. 
Depreciation and Capital Erosion, in K. C. Deown (Ed.), Australian Accountancy 
Progress 1954, Butterworth & Co. (Australia) Ltd, pp. 13-23. 
Contributor: Accounting Stage I, (Ed. A. A. Fitzgerald) 
Ch. 1 Classification in Accounting pp. 1-7. 
2 Design of Accounting Systems pp. 8-25. 
3 The Presentation of Accounting Reports pp. 26-51. 
4 The Funds Statement pp. 52-72. 
5 Provisions and Reserves pp. 73-97. 
7 Depreciation (with L. H. Dillon) pp. 130-168. 
10 Partnership, Joint Venture and 
Consignment Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 193-230. 
11 Company Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 231-264. 
20 The Elements of Auditing pp. 448-455. 
Butterworths, Sydney. 
A Philosophy of Accounting, 3rd Edition, Accountants Publishing Company Lim-
ited, Melbourne, p. 174. 
1955 
The American Accounting Association Convention 1955, The Australian Accoun-
tant, Nov., pp. 475-478. 
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Concepts of Depreciation, The Accounting Review, July, pp. 468-484. 
Depreciation in Published Company Reports, Accounting Research, July, pp. 155-
186. 
1956 
The Word "Stock", The Australian Accountant, January, pp. 11-14. 
Taxation and Inflation — A Suggestion, The Australian Accountant, October, pp. 
423-425. 
Some Early Accounting Records, reprinted in A. C. Littleton and B. S. Yamey 
(eds), Studies in The History of Accounting, Sweet and Maxwell, London, 
1956, pp. 325-331. 
1957 
Jeremy Bentham, Critic of Accounting Method, Accounting Research, July, pp. 
218-245. 
Associate Editor (with others) R. K. Yorston, The Australian Commercial Dictio-
nary, 3rd edition, The Law Book Co. of Australasia Pty Ltd, Sydney. 
Contributor: Fitzgerald's Accounting Stage I 3rd Edition (of "Intermediate Ac-
counting") Editor: Sir Alexander Fitzgerald 
Ch. 1 Classification in Accounting pp. 1-7. 
2 Design of Accounting Systems pp. 8-25. 
3 The Presentation of Accounting Reports pp. 26-51. 
4 The Funds Statement pp. 52-72. 
5 Provisions and Reserves pp. 73-97. 
7 Depreciation (with L. H. Dillon) pp. 130-168. 
10 Partnership, Joint Venture and 
Consignment Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 193-230. 
11 Company Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 231-264. 
20 Elements of Auditing pp. 448-455. 
Butterworths, Sydney. 
An Outline of Accounting, Being the Fourth Edition of A Philosophy of Account-
ing, The Law Book Co. of Australasia Pty Ltd, Sydney, pp. viii, 150. Also 
published by Sweet & Maxwell Ltd, London. 
Letter to Editor: Understanding Decimal Coinage Pro and Con, Australian Ac-
countant, December, pp. 571-2. 
1958 
Letter: The Accounting Profession in Australian, The New York Certified Public 
Accountant, August, pp. 540-542. 
The Elements of Accounting (with V. R. Hill) 2nd Edition, Melbourne University 
Press, pp. 300. 
1959 
Assumptions in Discussions on Depreciation, The Australian Accountant, Janu-
ary, pp. 19-31. 
Letter: Report from Australia. The 1958 Accounting Convention, New York Certi-
fied Public Accountant, March, pp. 162-164. 
1960 
Contributor: Fitzgerald's Accounting, Revised 3rd Edition (of "Intermediate Ac-
counting") Editor: Sir Alexander Fitzgerald 
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Ch. 1 Classification in Accounting pp. 1-7. 
2 Design of Accounting Systems pp. 8-25. 
3 The Presentation of Accounting Reports pp. 26-51. 
4 The Funds Statement pp. 52-72. 
5 Provisions and Reserves pp. 73-97. 
7 Depreciation (with L. H. Dillon) pp. 130-168. 
10 Partnership, Joint Venture and 
Consignment Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 193-230. 
11 Company Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 231-264. 
20 Elements of Auditing pp. 448-455. 
Butterworths, Sydney. 
Concepts of Depreciation, Law Book Co. of Australasia Ltd, Sydney, pp. v, 130. 
1961 
Microfilms of Early Texts: Rare Books, AAUTA News Bulletin, Vol. 1 No. 2, May, 
pp. 3-5. 
The Word "Provision", The Chartered Accountant in Australia, October, pp. 226-9. 
Teaching Accountancy in the University of Melbourne, AAUTA News Bulletin, 
Vol. 1 No. 3, Sept, pp. 3-4. 
The American Association of University Instructors in Accounting, AAUTA News 
Bulletin, Vol. 1 No. 4, November, pp. 3-6. 
1962 
Concepts of Depreciation, reprinted in W. T. Baxter and S. Davidson (eds), 
Studies in Accounting Theory, Sweet and Maxwell, London, pp. 236-258. 
Foreword to Graded Questions — First Stage Accounting, by J. F. Dyall and C. A. 
Hulls. The Law Book Co. of Australia Pty Ltd, Sydney, pp. vii-viii. 
1963 
On Anything You Like, (C.C.N.Y.) The Ticker — Literary Supplement, April 17, pp. 
51,56. 
Contributor: Fitzgerald's Accounting 4th Edition (Ed. A. A. Fitzgerald) 
Ch. 1 Classification in Accounting pp. 17-23. 
2 Design of Accounting Systems pp. 24-41. 
4 The Presentation of Accounting Reports pp. 53-78. 
5 The Funds Statement pp. 79-99. 
6 Provisions and Reserves pp. 100-126. 
8 Depreciation (with L. H. Dillon) pp. 165-203. 
10 Partnership, Joint Venture and 
Consignment Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 217-254. 
11 Company Accounting (with V. R. Hill) pp. 255-288. 
20 Elements of Auditing pp. 474-4815. 
Butterworths, Sydney. 
The Present State of Accounting Theory, The Accounting Review, July, pp. 457-
469. 
1964 
How Rational is Rational? The New York Certified Public Accountant, July, pp. 
512-516. 
Depreciation and Obsolescence, Valuers' Bulletin, August, pp. 16-22. Also The 
Valuer, January 1965, pp. 361-363. 
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1965 
An Inquiry into the Nature of Accounting, Monograph Series No. 7. American 
Accounting Association, pp. xiv, 369. 
University Education for the Profession, in The Accounting Frontier, also joint 
editor with R. J. Chambers and R. L. Mathews, F. W. Cheshire, Melbourne, 
pp. 1-17. 
A Note on Current Assets, Abacus, Vol. 1 No. 1, September, pp. 31-45. 
The Development of Accounting, reprinted in C. A. Hulls, Readings in Australian 
Accountancy, Butterworths, Sydney, pp. 33-56. 
1966 
The Elements of Accounting (with V. R. Hill) 3rd Edition, Melbourne University 
Press, pp. 312. 
Some Complexities of Depreciation, The Singapore Accountant, pp. 14-22. 
An Outline of Accounting 5th Edition of A Philosophy of Accounting, The Law 
Book Company Ltd, Sydney, pp. viii, 166. 
Letter: Age of Auditing Profession, Chartered Accountant in Australia, July, pp. 
47-9. 
The Present State of Accounting Theory, reprinted in Louis Galler (ed), Account-
ing, D. C. Heath and Co., Boston, pp. 13-24. 
1967 
Editor and contributor: Fitzgerald's Accounting, 5th Edition, Butterworths, 
Sydney. 
The Unit of Activity, The Singapore Accountant, pp. 11-20. 
1968 
Letter: Word Origins, (DeFoe, Pinpricks), The Australian Accountant, September, 
p. 536. 
The Elements of Accounting (with V. R. Hill) (3rd Edition, 1966) with amend-
ments, Melbourne University Press, pp. vi, 312. 
An Investigation into Shareholder Attitudes (with R. C. Clift), The Australian 
Accountant, June, pp. 297-305. 
Comment on Consolidated Statements, The Australian Accountant, July, pp. 361-
362. 
1969 
Depreciation: A Critical Comment, The Accountant's Magazine, December, pp. 
664-667. 
Obituary — Sir Alexander Fitzgerald, University Gazette, November, p. 3. 
A Note on Humanism in Accounting, Singapore Accountant, pp. 118-120. 
The Present State of Accounting Theory, reprinted in John W. Buckley (ed), 
Contemporary Accounting and its Environment, Dickenson Publishing Co., 
pp. 169-186. 
1970 
Company Auditors' Reports, 1969 Annual Research Lecture, University of 
Melbourne, Australian Society of Accountants, Bulletin No. 11, April, pp. 21 
1971 
Varieties of Accounting Theory, in Williard E. Stone (Ed), Foundations of Ac-
counting Theory, Papers given at the Accounting Theory Symposium, Uni-
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versity of Florida, March 1970. University of Florida Press, Gainesville, pp. 
31-49. 
S. Vaidvanath Aiyar Memorial Lectures, The Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of India, New Delhi, pp. vi, 47. 
Diversas Clases de Taoria Contable, Spanish version of Varieties of Accounting 
Theory, Revista Temas de Nagosios, Invierno 1971, (Monterey, N. L. 
Mexico), pp. 289-305. 
1972 
The Problem of Valuation, in B. T. Colditz & R. W. Gibbons, Accounting Perspec-
tives, Sydney, McGraw-Hill Book Company, pp. 79-81. 
Empirical Research in Accounting. Comment on Paper by G. J. Staubus, Pro-
ceedings, Third International Conference on Accounting Education, October. 
Published by AAUTA, pp. 78-82. 
The Development of Accounting, reprinted in C. J. Gibson, G. G. Meredith, R. 
Peterson (eds), Accounting Concepts Readings, Cassell Aust., pp. 4-37. 
Depreciation: A Critical Comment, reprinted in G. J. Gibson, G. G. Meredith, R. 
Peterson (eds), Accounting Concepts Readings, Cassell Aust., pp. 273-278. 
1973 
An Outline of Accounting, 6th Edition of A Philosophy of Accounting, Law Book 
Company Ltd, Sydney, pp. viii, 197. 
1974 
Patterns of Accounting Activities, The Emanuel Saxe Distinguished Lectures in 
Accounting 1974-1975, pp. 6-15. The Bernard M. Baruch College, City Uni-
versity of New York. 
The Future of the Past in Accounting, The Accountant's Magazine, October, pp. 
405-410. 
1976 
Appeal for presentation of historical material, Australian Accountant, May, p. 
188. 
Accounting History Committee (with list of holding of early books, etc.) Ac-
counting Education, Vol. 16 No. 1, May, pp. 2-11. 
Note re preservation of historical material, Chartered Secretary, Vol. 28 No. 2, 
April - June, p. 56. 
Preservation of Accounting Documents, Accountants' Journal (N.Z.), May, p. 
127. 
Some Outlandish Propositions on Inflation and Inflation Accounting, The Aus-
tralian Accountant, December, pp. 659-667. 
1977 
Letter: Education for Accountancy, The Australian Accountant, April, pp. 192-
193. 
Letter to Editor: English Expression Historical Trespassing and CCA. Re: "Cur-
rent Cost: An Accounting Revolution" (Editorial) The Australian Accountant, 
Jan, Feb., pp. 62-63. 
Accounting History, Course Outline, etc. Thomas J. Burns (ed.), Accounting 
Trends XI, pp. 13-14. 
Inflation accounting standard leaves too much to the imagination, The Austra-
lian, June 7, p. 12. 
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Know Your Library, The Australian Accountant, September, pp. 500-505. 
The Search for Scouller: an Interim Report, Accounting and Business Research, 
Summer, pp. 221-235. 
Article on Accountancy, in The Australian Encyclopaedia, 3rd edition 1977, 
Sydney, The Grolier Society of Australia, pp. 67-69. 
1978 
Letter: Education for Accountancy, Australian Accountant, Jan. - Feb., pp. 59-
60. 
Contributor: Accounting: Communication and Control (Editor, R. C. Gift) 
Ch. 14 Auditing pp. 638-708. 
15 Interpretation of Financial Statements pp. 709-758. 
Butterworths, Sydney. 
1979 
The Pleasing Art, The Australian Accountant, September, pp. 568-569. 
1980 
Dilemmas of Accounting Education, In: Essays in Honour of Trevor R. Johnston, 
(eds. D. M. Emanuel, I. C. Stewart) Dept. of Accounting, University of 
Auckland and The New Zealand Society of Accountants. 
Accounting and History, The Australian Accountant, December, pp. 797-799. 
1981 
The Florescent Decade, Accounting Education in Australia 1945-1955. Accounting 
Association of Australian and New Zealand, pp. 58. 
(Jas. and Jamie) Acknowledgment in note re James Balfour in Edinburgh Royal 
Mile, The Accountant's Magazine, January, p. 6. 
1982 
Murray's Science of Accountantship, Accounting and Business Research, No. 48, 
Auburn, pp. 310-312. 
Contributor: Accounting: Communication and Control 2nd edition, (Editor, R. C. 
Clift) 
Ch. 14 Auditing pp. 638-708. 
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